The Old Song vs. The New Song

The old song is vital it carries with it: 

· Stability- it has proven it’s ability to endure the erosion of time and to withstand the storm.

· Continuity- The old song enables today’s three generations to join together in glorifying God with one voice.

· Vocabulary- Has proven it’s ability to articulate precious truths of our faith.

· History- Gives us roots to the rich heritage of our forefathers, connecting us to our corporate identity as a multi-generational church.

· Orthodox – gives us the opportunity to celebrate the creeds and proven theologies of the church.

· Safety- Provides security and comfort. Largely because it’s so familiar.

The old song plays a crucial role in the worship life of the church, but when all we have is the old, our tendency is to back off from contending for the new thing that God is always doing in the earth. (Isaiah 43:19)

The New Song

1. A song that is new to our church whether brand new or 100 yrs old if we’ve never heard it sung before it’s new.

a. Something extremely powerful is when someone within the church body has written a song capturing exactly what the spirit is wanting to say to the church

2. A song that has never been sung before. Ever.

a. Here’s where the new song really gets interesting. 

b. When the river of God begins to flow in a meeting and the worshippers are getting caught up in the living water, something begins to happen to the hearts of worshipers.

c. They begin to have a new song rise up from within.

i. We appreciate the lyrics that songwriters give us, but when we’re in the river our worship surges over the banks of pre-written lyrics and published hymns.

d. Suddenly we find ourselves wanting to express a song of the moment.

i. It probably won’t rhyme, and it may not be real smooth, but it’s fresh, and passionate and alive!

ii. We’ve never sung it quite like this before and we probably never will again. Because it’s a now song that expresses our immediate hearts cry. And it is POWERFUL!

The old song gathers, the new song propels. The old song unites so we can flow together, the new song has the power to catapult us into deeper waters.

Instead of pitting one against the other let’s maximize both. If we do we have the best chance of finding and following the river.
There’s been a lot of questions about this subject since I moved here. 

· Basically all the new song consists of is a prayer that flows out of our hearts in song.
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The Tapestry of Worship

Each event of congregational worship is an unreplicated, one of a kind, never been seen before in the history of the world, never to be seen again, breathing love exchange with our Beloved.

Why?

Because never before, in the history of the world, has this specific group of people gathered together in this way, with all their existing mindsets, attitudes, and the emotional trappings of their current life issues. 

When we begin to express ourselves together before the throne of God. The nature of our expressions will be different from any other worship service that has ever transpired.

When we come together as a congregation and touch the heart of God, a tapestry begins to emerge that will be completely unique in its emphasis and flavor.

· The tone and direction of every worship service is totally different.

· Every worship service is like the formation of a tapestry.

· When the service starts, nobody knows how the tapestry will end

· Together we are producing something fresh, new, immediate, living, and unique.

· If we allow the worship time to come to its completion we will come away with a clear awareness of:

· Having received His love

· Given Him our love

· Having been empowered to go out into the world through His enabling grace.

For the tapestry of corporate worship to be complete we need everyone’s thread.

· Due to the passivity of the average congregation and of individual’s threads that might be absent. Corporate worship often times falls short of its potential fullness.

· Everyone must add their thread!

· The worship Leader must add his or her thread. 

· If the worship leader is to confined too the songlist, and is too intimidated to step out of the boat and go with the river of God. The tapestry of worship will fall short.

· The Pastor and Elders must add their threads.

· If they’re thinking, “I’m off duty it’s the worship leaders turn,” Then they will not be leaning into the Spirit for the contribution that their thread might provide.

· We need the threads from the singers on the worship team. 

· If they’re telling themselves, “ I don’t have a prophetic anointing on my life, so I’m just going to sing the songs as they’re written,” Then we will miss out on what could have been. 

· Whether your totally comfortable with it or not, God has called you to prophesy in song in the courts of the Lord.

· 1 Samuel 10:5-6 The spirit of the Lord came upon Saul and He prophesied. With lyres, tambourines, flutes and harps.

· If the insecurities of your flesh are winning out, Then repent , Take out your thread and weave your part of the tapestry.

· The prophetic musicians have their thread to weave.

· “But I’m not prophetic.” Some say. Sorry it’s to late. God has already anointed you to play under a prophetic anointing. With the calling came the grace to fulfill the calling.
· Prophetic singers and musicians you often face a choice: 

· Play it safe and stay back in the shallows of your comfort zones

· Or launch out into a prophetic anointing that takes us over our heads in the river. 

· If you hold back you rob us of what could have been.

· Last but not least the congregation has the greatest contribution to make to the tapestry.

· Each saint has their own thread to add.

· If any believers are disengaged or withdrawn their threads will be greatly missed and we will never enter into the full reality of what we could have experienced in the river of God.

· Worship leaders today are beginning to take a lower profile.

· They realize they must provide on ramps for others to make their contribution to the worship service.

· Which is often done by allowing for brief moments of pause in their leadership or worship

· By taking a lower profile or pausing worship leaders allow the Holy Spirit to bring momentum to the service through other members of the congregation or worship team.

· Worship is so much more than a slick display of CD-quality music. It is a breathing love exchange with the bridegroom, in which every member contributes his or her part.

· When Jesus contributes His part, worship then becomes an explosive encounter with a holy God.

· When this happens before us is the potential to have such a clear and compelling meeting with God that we all remember it for days. 

· The emphasis of the tapestry etched clearly on our minds and our hearts empowered to respond more freely and fully to Him in obedience and love.

· We shouldn’t be satisfied until our corporate worship times become unforgettable tapestries that are woven in the unpredictable fluidity of the Holy Spirit’s river. 

· Our worship needs to become like David’s. Worship shouldn’t be based on our seeing that the present situation looks good, but from realizing that in Christ, our present situation (exclusive of our own sin) is good. We can come to God, asking for deliverance, and knowing that He is personally taking care of those who follow Him.

The Sea of Glass

Here’s John’s description of the Sea of Glass worship.

Revelation 7:9-10 

· “ After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.”

· Notice that John saw a great multitude. 

· The worship of heaven is multitude driven.

· In contrast to contemporary worship on earth which tends to be platform driven.

· So the fullness of heaven’s worship stands in pretty stark contrast to our typical worship services.

· Please understand I’m not critical of contemporary worship.

· We’re all doing the best we know to do.

· My point is simply trying to show the differences between heaven’s worship and our worship today. Multitude vs. Platform driven.

· To be successful, Contemporary worship relies heavily on the role of leaders and musicians to take us from start to completion.

· When you look at the scenes of Revelation You’ll notice there is one thing missing from heaven’s worship. A WORSHIP LEADER!

· That’s because they don’t need a worship leader in Heaven. They don’t need someone giving directions from the stage.

· When your standing on the sea of glass and the river of Fire is pouring into your spirit. You don’t need someone reminding you to stay engaged. YOU ARE ENGAGED!

· Heaven does’t need a worship leader because the River is the worship leader.

The Great Hindrance

· The Most powerful hindrance to heavenly worship being experienced today is the general passivity of the typical congregation.

· Many believers have never caught a vision for reaching for anything more than a situation where the few on the platform are fully engaged and proactive, while the many in the congregation are splayed into a wide spectrum that ranges from exuberance to almost a stupor.

· On the Sea of glass the great multitude is 100% proactively engaged in worship.

· To contend for the same dynamic in our worship services, congregations must rise to their identity as “The Great Multitude”

· Some worshippers are like soap dispensers. Poke them and they’ll release a small amount of worship.

· It’s impossible for leaders to ignite in our hearts what it takes to get us to worship.

· They can’t lift our hearts.

· They can’t refresh our soul 

· They can’t satisfy our thirst

· They’re job is to bring order (when needed) and provide the best possible opportunity and environment for us to worship.

· We don’t find our inspiration from the worship leaders. We find it from the river.

· When you come to the service on fire, you don’t care what song they sing. Fast or slow, new or old, high or low, loud or soft. The song doesn’t dictate your worship, The internal river of fire dictates your worship!

This Belongs To Us

· I am a part of the great multitude too.
· I stand with you following the leadership of the platform ministry, Seeking to enter into heavens best.
· So, from one worshipper to another, let me ask you a question.
· Why do we always accept it when they say the song is over.

· Here’s what the burning ones are sometimes feeling. 
· You might be finished with the song on the platform; go ahead move into that final ending, but I’m not done with my worship. 
· You see I’ve got this fiery river flowing through my spirit, and I’ve got a new song bursting from my heart. So go ahead, close down your old song, but I can’t stop. I’ve got a new song in my mouth. And I’ve just got to let it go.
· And I’m not the only one. My buddy to my left – he’s on fire too. And he’s got a new song he can’t hold back. And the sister on my right? Well, She’s on fire too. 
· In fact our whole row is burning before the throne right now. 
· As Is the row in front of us, and the row behind us. We’re on fire out here. 
· So the platform says you may be seated, and we all sit down! What’s with that!
· I hope you hear my heart today. I am not advocating rebellion to God’s appointed leaders. I’m teaching rebellion to that songlist.
· I’m challenging the passivity we all tend to fall into, until a lot of congregations a little more than responders to all the directives from the platform.
· If we continue to stay back in that paradigm, we will pant from a distance as we watch the fullness of the river pass us by.
· We must rise up in our identity as the multitude before the throne, and instead of waiting for the platform to poke us, we burn before God with holy passions.
· Let me assure you of this: The leaders and the worship team will not feel like you are rebelling against authority. Far from it!
· This the moment they’ve been praying for. All they’re labors have been toward this one thing. When we find our place before the throne of God in worship our leaders will be thrilled at the mighty flow of the river with which God is graciously visiting.
