1. A Passion For The River

Revelation 22:1-2

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

· We’ve been created for this heavenly river. It’s our Destiny. We’ve been fashioned in such a way that the river of God alone will satisfy the deep longings of our spirit.

· Fresh water spring in the mountains

· Even the thought of that frigid, bubbling, pure, glacial alpine water makes us thirsty.

· If the thought of mountain water makes us thirsty, Imagine what the “waters of life “ will be like. Flowing from the river of life that proceeds from the throne and the lamb.  

· Psalm 46:4 “There is a river whose streams will make glad the city of God.”

· It’s a real river, and we will drink of it. 

· I can promise you this the first drink I take of that Heavenly stream will be one of those hold your breath, chug it down as fast as I can, come up for a quick gasp of air and head back down for more, kind of drinks.

· David assured us of this in Psalm 36:8 “You give them drink from the river of your pleasures.” The pleasures of God are our domain.

· We’ll never really experience the fullness of the river until we step over to the other side. But, scripture tells us that we can drink of God’s river now, here, in this life, even if it’s only a small measure.

· Jesus said that the river would flow into us, through us, and out of us into others. John 7:38 “He who believes in Me, as the scripture has said, out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.”

· We can drink of this river now.  Its source is God

· As we begin to see the majesty and glory of His face, these living waters flow “out of” our hearts and return to God in the form of holy adoration and extravagant worship. In the process the waters will splash over and touch many thirsty souls who long for the same river and don’t even know it. 

· There is a river to be found in worship that satisfies the thirsty soul.

· Are you Thirsty? I hope this series makes your mouth dry and your spirit longing to be quenched with the life-giving river of God.

· My prayer is that we become so desperate for this river that we will do whatever it takes to find it, stay in it, and point the way for others.

2. Going Deeper

Ezekiel 47:3-5

As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits and then led me through water that was ankle-deep. He measured off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He measured off another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist. He measured off another thousand, but now it was a river that I could not cross, because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no one could cross.

· Ezekiel is led down the river in increments of about 1/3 of a mile. The waters move from his ankles, to his waist, to swimming depths. 

· What I find interesting is that the river grows with nothing feeding it. No tributaries. 

· There is something about the river that is self generating, causing the river to go from a trickle to a flood in a little more than a mile.

· There is flow in corporate worship that is so deep and compelling that the waters cannot be crossed

· I’m so weary of seeing seekers pass through the river of our worship services and come up on the other side, for the most part, untouched.

They leave a little damp saying, “that was a nice service” or “they have good music at that church” My heart aches when I hear these compliments because I realize that the experienced far less among God’s people than what Jesus Died to provide.

· My heart cries out, “God give us such depth in the river of God in worship that people are swept off their feet in the glory of this lifegiving flow.”

Give us worship services that can’t be crossed.

I’m looking for those times when it doesn’t matter how you entered the worship service whether an:

1.) agnostic

2.) atheist

3.) skeptic

4.) seeker

5.) hypocrite

6.) believer

7.) unbeliever

8.) saint

9.) sinner

10.) Holy Ghost - filled on fire fanatic

11.) Bored, stiff necked, hard hearted cynic 

When the river of worship finds this kind of depth in God, NOBODY is able to remain unchanged. It sweeps everyone in the room off their feet.

· Nothing better for this Generation than a sweep you off your feet encounter with God.

3. The River vs. The Song List

I had the revelation while reading Bob Sorge’s Following the River, That Rivers don’t follow straight lines.

· Service orders do. We go from one thing to another, boom, boom, boom.

· Songlists do.

· The river of God does not follow a straight line.

· It is unpredictable with all sorts of twists and turns

· You could be in a time of intimacy when suddenly a spirit of celebration will erupt.

· Or you may be exalting the majesty of God when the river launches you into an expression of spiritual warfare.

· ILLUSTRATION me stepping back from the mic to go river hunting.

· If we can’t learn to move with the spirits fluid movements, we will be deprived of the thrill of moving with God in corporate worship.

· Going with the songlist is like staying in the boat. It’s safe, predictable, and dry.

· Going with the river is like walking on water it’s unpredictable, potentially hazardous, and filled with uncertainty.

· Worship leaders often have to make split second decisions to either go with the river or stay with the songlist.

· Worshippers if we want our leaders to have the freedom to go with the river, we need to be reflecting encouragement back to them with our postures and expressions. Letting them know that we are ready to move with the flow of God.

· Let’s go river hunting!

· Illustration of it taking twenty five minutes to get out of the boat. 

· Why can’t we go river hunting from the start of the service?

· It’s not worship until we move past the songs and encounter God!

· Give the opportunity to do that today

