How To Effectively Read Your Bible


Introduction:

1.) The Bible is tested and tried

a. The World’s best selling book (between 1815-1975 2,500 million copies sold)

b. Has been translated into 337 languages (more than any other book)

c. We know at least one book of the bible has been translated into more than 2,062 languages.

d. No book in history has been more widely quoted or studied. (movies-Jungle Book)

e. Has endured thousands of years of copying by hand yet remains nearly unchanged 

2.) It is rare to hear a lot of sermons encouraging us to read our Bible, and even fewer giving practical tips of how to internalize the truth of the Bible as you read it.

3.) It is so much easier to talk about reading the Bible rather than sitting down and reading it. I mean, who sits and reads Leviticus and actually enjoys it on a regular basis?

How?

1.) Choose a scripture or portion of Scriptures

2.) Read the scripture…..Read it again

3.) Ask questions

a. Who wrote it?

b. Who Said It?

c. Why did they write/say it?

d. Who was the audience?

e. Date/Purpose?

f. Who can I act out this scripture or make it relevant to my life?

g. Is this scripture asking me to specifically do something?

4.) Pull out key words

a. Key words can be linked to other scriptures in the bible

b. Key words can have more than one meaning

5.) Cross Reference Key words

a. Cross Reference – to refer to another text or part of another text

b. You can do this with a concordance – you can look up specific words in the bible and it will tell you every scripture in the bible containing that word.

6.) Pray the Scripture!

a. This is probably the most important!

b. Scripture is our most powerful tool in prayer, we re praying the very words of God back to God.

i. Sparks conversation

ii. Helps us to internalize the truths that we’re reading

c. 1 John 4:8 states, “God is love.” ( the attributes of God)

i. So first, thank Him that He is love. 

ii. Then ask that he would show you more that He is love

iii. Pray that you could be love to someone else

d. John 15:12 says “Love one another as I have loved you.” (Exhorting, teaching)

i. First, commit that you will love others in the same way that Jesus has loved you. 

ii. Then, ask for God’s grace and strength to carry this out.

7.) (Last) Familiarize yourself with study materials

a. Used to be we would have to go the library and spend hours.

b. Now we can go online and everything is right there in front of us

c. Blueletterbible.com 

d. Biblegateway.com

e. Bible Dictionary

f. Bible handbook

g. Commentaries

h. Concordance

i. Study Bible

j. Translations

Close

1.) It is not easy to see the word of God become alive in your heart. But it is possible.

a. Stay consistent 

b. Be realistic

c. Stay accountable

